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his issue marks the completion of twenty-five volumes of ALOE.
Volume 1 consisted of a single issue which appeared on the first
day of December 1963. That issue may be described as a pamphlet,
more-or-Iess in format A5 and the following volumes had the same
appearance. Yet, even in those days, the contributors included wellknown persons such as GW Reynolds.
From those humble beginnings, with many ups and downs, in close
association with the Society it serves, ALOE evolved to the journal it
is today. The Editorial Board hopes that the process of evolution is
on-going and that it will be able to continue to serve a world-wide
community of people who, for some reason find the study and
cultivation of succulent plants stimulating and satisfying.
The current issue not only serves to commemorate a quarter of a
century of existence, but also celebrates the issue of the fifth definitive
series of stamps of the Republic of South Africa in which the theme
is succulent plants. With the new surge of interest in succulents, the
Editors thought it fit to devote the issue to the enthusiast and the
grower. We hope that the information contained in ALOE will serve
to enhance your activity.

Niko Sauer

Office
Anita Costa
PO Box 12580
0028 Hatfield
South Africa

Tel and Fax: ++27 12 993-3588
E-mail: gasteria@mweb.co.za
Visit the Society:
www.succulentsociety.co.za
Published by
The Succulent Society of South Africa.

Production
Designed by: Homestead Graphic Art Studio.

W

ith the completion of this volume of ALOE we have reached the end
of the first 50 years in the life of the journal. The first issue was indeed
published a bit more than 50 years ago. On the opposite page we have put
a message from Dr. Codd that was published in vol.1 no.1 in December
1963 as well as an editorial by Prof. Niko Sauer, who was editor of the
journal when a commemorative issue was published in 1988. In 1963 Dr.
Codd expressed the hope that the newly formed Society would perform
a “very useful function” regarding the growing and study of succulent
plants and would foster interest in the conservation of the plants and their
natural habitats. In Niko Sauer’s editorial in 1988 he expressed the hope
that the journal “will be able to serve a world-wide community of people
who...find the study and cultivation of succulent plants stimulating and
satisfying.”
We sincerely trust that the editorial boards have lived up to these
expectations over the years and that the journal will continue to play an
important role in the dissemination of knowledge on the succulent plants
from the African region.
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