Book review

THE HAWORTHIA SOCIETY
is the specialist society for those
collectors with a particular interest in
Haworthia, Gasteria, Aloe
and related genera.

Sean Gildenhuys

A Gallery of Agaves
by John Pilbeam

Our journal Haworthiad is published
three times a year. Regular seed lists,
a plant exchange scheme and a biennial
convention with international speakers are
among the attractions for members.
For further information contact the
Membership Secretary, 29 Sunset Avenue,
North Chingford, London E4 7LW
(email: jackson.343@btinternet.com)
or visit:

Aloe ‘Doran Black’ by Sue Wilson

www.haworthia.org

British
Cactus &
Succulent
Society
Website:

http://www. bcss.org.uk
●	Quarterly full colour Journal,
CactusWorld, for all levels of interest,
covering conservation, cultivation,
propagation, plant hunting and habitats,
botanical gardens, plant descriptions,
book reviews, seed lists, news and views,
and advertisements from suppliers
worldwide.
●	Optional subscription to Bradleya, a
high quality annual publication, with
articles of a more scientific nature.
●	Online discussion Forum and
publications including books.
●	See our website for current subscription
details, which can be paid online by
credit card, or by cheque payable to
BCSS.
●	Further details also available from our
Membership Secretary:

Mr A Morris,
6 Castlemaine Drive,
Hinckley, Leicester,
LE I0 I RY, UK.
Telephone: +44 (0) 1455 614410

Email: membership@bcss.org.uk

2

T

his new survey was published by the British Cactus and Succulent Society in
August 2013. It is authored by John Pilbeam and deals the group of medium
to very large sized monocotyledonous succulent plants generally referred to as
“century plants” or simply as Agaves. Apart from the well-known (and locally
invasive) species like A. americana and the commercially important crops of Tequila
and Sisal fibre harvested from A. tequilana and A. sisalana respectively, there is
a wealth of other species, many of which have great horticultural potential, as
is clearly shown in this publication. It is a coffee-table book, with its landscape
design and layout. The title, “A Gallery of Agaves”, is apt as it is a photographic
guide to many of the species in the genus. Each photograph is accompanied by
interesting notes.
The front cover of the publication illustrates the remarkable recently-discovered
species that was described as A. albopilosa in 2007.

The book contains:
• A section with the classification of the species in the genus. It has a key to the
subgenera and groups to which the species belong.
• A short overview of the cultivation of Agave species.
• A map of USA and Mexico where the species occur.
• Notes on the distribution of the Agave
species.
• A list of the species with
the countries and states
they are found in.
• Good pictures of the
species, mostly of plants
in habitat. The pictures
are accompanied by
informative notes.
• A list of Agave cultivars
including variegates and
oddities, followed by
pictures of the cultivars.

Information on the publication:
Title: A Gallery of Agaves; Author: John Pilbeam; Size: 280mm x 217mm, 317 pages, 350+ colour photographs
ISBN: 978 0 902099 96 8; Price: £39 for UK Residents and £42 for overseas customers. (Price includes postage):
Obtainable from:
B.C.S.S. Publications Officer, Tony Mace, Brenfield, Bolney Road, Ansty, West Sussex, RH17 5AW, UK.
Email: bcss@bcss.org.uk
Payment to the “British Cactus & Succulent Society” by £ sterling cheques drawn on a U.K. bank, by credit/debit card
(VISA, MasterCard & Maestro only) or by PayPal to paypal@bcss.org.uk.
Or
From the author (no card payments), to whom cheques or international postal orders in GB pounds should be made
payable to: John Pilbeam, 51 Chelsfield Lane, Orpington, Kent, BR5 4HG, U.K.
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